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LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 


TO 


L»wla 0. Coffin, Associate Dl root or. 
Processing Department 


date: 


SNMkr 9, 1960 


FROM, 

if 

subject: 


Ina Montgomery, Head, Hispanic Ixohange Section, I xe hangs and 
Sift Division 


Rational Seminar on Bibliography, Documentation, and lxshaage 
of Publications, organised "by ths Government of Nazleo with 
♦ha collaboration of Uaaaeo (Mexico City, Vo member 21-Deeeaber 

lA*^ ; 

Tha original plan vas to divide tha members of tha Saaiaar Into 
thraa groups, aaoh ona to oonaldar ona of tha toplea aantlonad. However, 
aoat countries had aant only ona da la gate, and aoat participant a vara 
Inter® at ad In all of tha topics, Therefore, tha thraa topics vara taken 
np consecutively, and only on 2 or 3 oeoaelona vara aaparata Beatings 
bald. Tha conclusions (alma details) reached are aa follows: 



1. Bibliography of Central Aaarlea and tha Caribbean. 

Group I of tha Seminar constituted a Third Bealnar on Bibliog- 
raphy of Central America and tha Caribbean, Tha first tvo eealnare vara 
held in Havana in 1955 and in Panama in 1906, and resulted in publication 
of tha jAhUftrraXiA 4s Oantroaadrloa j 4*1 Carl be . edited annually by 
Tarmln Paraaa in Havana. Tha 1956-1958 T*r Ivats have bean published by 
various means, and the 1959 volume is nov in press in Havana. Tha Brasi- 
lian Cover naan t has offered to publish tha 1960 volume. 

It vas decided to expand this bibliography aa rapidly as possible 
to include other countries of la tin Aaarlea, and to change tha title to 

de | gfajfig latlna . Argentina and Chile are to be included in 
tha forthcoming 1959 volume, and Uruguay will be included in 1960. 

Por the time being only books and pamphlets are Included; addi- 
tional bibliographies for periodicals and reference verbs are contemplated. 

Intries are to be supplied by "bibliographic groups" in each 
country. It la hoped that beginning vith 1961 the publication can be fi- 
nanced from the sale of copies. 

Uneaco is trying to encourage each country to publish its national 
bibliography; it was thought that the SlfrUogrftfl* 4* A afei fi fi would 

not obviate their publication. 


2 . Bibliography and Documentation. 

Group II concentrated on the possibility of establishing docu- 
mentation canters in various countries. It vas agreed that tha following 
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steps are premequisite: 

(a) Establish objectives 

(b) Determine the existing resources 
( e) Determine what is needed 

(d) Provide for fi nano lag the project. 

The University of Chile has evolved a plan for establishing a bibliographic 
and documentation center, and I believe they will carry it out. 

There was a good deal of discussion of a possible union oatalog 
of the holdings of Imtin American libraries. The Braslllane are very 
enthusiastic about this, but most delegates agreed that this ie something 
for the distant future and that sach country wist first organise its own 
libraries, catalog all holdings, and establish national union catalogs. 
Better education for librarians (including bibliographers) is also criti- 
cally needed. 


3. Exchange of publications. 

This is a topic which has been much discussed, with little tangi- 
ble result, and a good daal of what was said was repetitious. 

It was agreed that Latin American librarians will try to work for 
ratification of the Uneseo draft convention of 1958 by their governments. 

In this connection, Uneseo plans to help organise round table meetings in 
each country to which Government officials and other influential persons 
will be invited. Postal and customs difficulties would also be discussed. 

It was generally agreed that new international agreements are 
not needed so much as compliance with the existing agreements. There was 
no enthusiasm for a new Inter-American convention at this time. 

Several co un tries are interested in establishing national ex- 
change centers. This question, with special attention to calculation of 
the cost, would be included in the agendas of the proposed round tables. 
Unesoo may possibly be able to help set up an exchange center in om of 
the smaller countries having a good output of publications, such as Peru, 
Chile, or Colombia. 

Most delegates felt that international exchange activities should 
be centered in the National Library rather than the Ministry of Foreign 
Relations. Uruguay is now in the process of making this change, and this 
action was commended. 

Miss Ball from UEHB described its activities with emphasis on 
its limitations. The example of U1BS may assist others, particularly 
the proposed Chilean documentation center. 

Delegates expressed the hope of having another Seminar in 1962 
or 1963, possibly in Santiago, Chile. 
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